
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SAN JOAQUIN LAFCO  
FARMINGTON FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 

STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, July 22nd, 2025, 9-10am 

Zoom Link:  
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/84340364679?pwd=3WyByfXjKIHwmdVDlaiBxoZJs28bpy.1 

 
Steering Committee Members 

Mario Gardea. LAFCO Commissioner 
Steven J. Ding, LAFCO Commissioner 

David Breitenbucher 
Robert Pk Tuitavuki 

Eric Walder, Fire Chief, Waterloo-Morada Rural County Fire Protection District  
Darin Downey, Fire Chief, Woodbridge Rural County Fire Protection District  

Jeff Briggs, Board Member, Farmington Fire Protection District 
Chris Lemos, Former Chair of Farmington Fire Protection District 

 
LAFCO Contacts: 

J.D. Hightower, Executive Officer 
LAFCO Legal Counsel 

 
Consultant (MSR) Contacts 

Brandon Fender, Sr. Associate, RSG, Inc. 
Carol Ieromnimon, Associate, RSG, Inc. 

Colette Santsche, Partner, Planwest Partners, Inc. 
Bill Gillespie, Fire Services Specialist, Planwest Partners, Inc. 

 
Meeting Purpose: 

Discuss Board Member vacancies for the Farmington Fire Protection District, including 
recent and ongoing efforts to fill these positions. The meeting will provide an opportunity 
to clarify the process for filling vacancies, share relevant legal and procedural information, 
and address any related governance or operational considerations impacting the district 
and its service area.  
 

Desired Outcomes: 
- Understand Farmington FPD’s current challenges related to filling board 

vacancies and their operational impact. 
- Clarify the process and roles involved in filling vacancies. 
- Review recent efforts to recruit or appoint board members. 
- Identify next steps to support a fully seated board. 

 
  



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Agenda 
 
1. Introductions .................................................................................................................................... All 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Background ....................................................................................... JD Hightower / Jeff Briggs 
 

i. Farmington FPD overview 
ii. Existing Board vacancies 
iii. Recent efforts to fill vacancies 
iv. Confirm last meeting held with quorum 

 
 

 
3. Process Overview ..................................................................... JD Hightower / Legal Counsel 
 

i. Legal Framework and Roles 
 

 
4. Discussion ......................................................................................................................................... All 
 

i. Challenges and Barriers to Filling Vacancies 
ii. Opportunities for Collaboration 

iii. Impacts on District Governance and Service Delivery 
 
 

 
5. Final Actions and Agreements .................................................................................................. All 
 


